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A Brief History of the
Valdosta-Lowndes Metropolitan Planning Organization

In May 2002, the U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census officially designated Valdosta a new
Urbanized Area. The Federal Highway Act of 1962 requires that urbanized areas have a Comprehensive,
Continuous, Cooperative transportation planning process (3-C process).

In April 2003, Governor Sonny Perdue officially designated the South Georgia Regional Development Center as the
Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Valdosta Urbanized Area. As the MPO, the SGRDC is responsible for
carrying out transportation planning in the Metropolitan Planning Area suing funding received from the US
Department of Transportation’s Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration, administered
by the Georgia Department of Transportation. The MPO works with these and other transportation planning partners
to fulfill the requirements of various federal, state and local transportation planning laws and plans.

Organizationally, the MPO consists of three committees; the Policy Committee, the Transportation Coordinating
Committee (TCC), and the Citizen’s Advisory Committee (CAC). The Policy Committee is the regional forum for
cooperative decision-making by principal local elected officials, FHWA, GDOT, and other planning partners. The
TCC is a technical committee of professionals advising the policy committee on technical matters relating to
transportation plans and programs. The TCC is made up of city and county engineers, GDOT District engineers,
GDOT planners, local school board representatives, bike and pedestrian advocates, and emergency response
officials. The CAC serves as a public information and involvement committee that represents a cross section of the
community in diversity and interests.

The MPO is responsible for developing a continuing, comprehensive, and cooperative transportation planning
process that includes long range planning, short range improvement programs, public involvement programs, and an
annual program of work activities. In addition to these four main documents and plans, the Valdosta-Lowndes MPO
works in a broad range of planning areas to ensure a comprehensive transportation planning foundation for the
community. These topic areas include: socioeconomic analysis, travel demand modeling, freight movement
planning, intelligent transportation systems, maintenance and operations, safety and security planning, transit
planning, bike and pedestrian planning, environmental mitigation, context sensitive solutions, access management,
land use planning and others.

Today the SGRDC and the VLMPO continue to provide quality comprehensive, cooperative, and continuous
transportation planning in the VValdosta Urbanized Area.
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Metropolitan Transportation Planning

e Core Functions of the MPO

— Establish a setting/forum for regional
decisionmaking

— Evaluate alternatives for transportation
Improvement options

— Prepare/Maintain Transportation Plan
— Develop Transportation Improvement Program
— Involve the Public



What is an MPQ’s Role?

e Carry out metropolitan transportation planning in
cooperation with the state and with operators of
publicly owned transit services

 Provide an overall coordination role in planning and
programming funds for projects and operations.

e |nvolve local transportation providers in the planning
process by including transit agencies, state and local
highway departments, airport authorities, maritime
operators, rail-freight operators, Amtrak, port
operators, private providers of public transportation,
and others
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Georgia MPOs
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Southern Georgia Regional Commission Population Matrix for Metropolitan and Miropolitan Areas

County/City 2000 Pop. | 2010 Pop. | MSA/uSA MPO
Atkinson 7,609 8,375 | Douglas
Pearson 1,805 2,117 | Douglas
Willachoochee 1,434 1,391 | Douglas
Bacon 10,103 11,096
Alma 3,236 3,466
Ben Hill 17,484 17,634 | Fitzgerald
Fitzgerald 8,758 9,053 | Fitzgerald
Berrien 16,235 19,286 Valdosta
Alapaha 682 668
Enigma 869 1,278
Nashville 4,697 4,939
Ray City 746 1,090
Brantley 14,629 18,411 | Brunswick
Hoboken 463 528 | Brunswick
Nahunta 930 1,053 | Brunswick
Brooks 16,450 16,243 | Valdosta
Barwick 444 386 | Valdosta
Morven 634 565 | Valdosta
Pavo 711 627 | Valdosta
Quitman 4,638 3,850 | Valdosta
Charlton 10,282 12,171
Folkston 2,178 2,502
Homeland 765 910
Clinch 6,878 6,798
Argyle 151 212
Du Pont 139 120
Fargo 380 321
Homerville 2,803 2,456
Coffee 37,413 42,356 | Douglas
Ambrose 320 380 | Douglas
Broxton 1,428 1,189 | Douglas
Douglas 10,639 11,589 | Douglas
Nicholls 1,008 2,798 | Douglas
Cook 15,771 17,212
Adel 5,307 5,334
Cecil 265 286
Lenox 889 873
Sparks 1,755 2,052
Echols 3,754 4,034 | Valdosta
Irwin 9,931 9,538 | Fitzgerald
Ocilla 3,270 3,414 | Fitzgerald
Lanier 7,241 10,078 | Valdosta | Valdosta
Lakeland 2,730 3,366 | Valdosta

31
32
33
34
35

36
37
38

39
40
41

42
43
44

45

County/City | 2000 Pop. | 2010 Pop. MSA/uSA MPO
Lowndes 92,115 109,233 Valdosta Valdosta
Dasher 834 912 Valdosta Valdosta
Hahira 1,626 2,737 Valdosta Valdosta
Lake Park 549 733 Valdosta Valdosta
Remerton 847 1,123 Valdosta Valdosta
Valdosta 43,724 54,518 Valdosta Valdosta
Pierce 15,636 18,758 Waycross
Blackshear 3,283 3,445 Waycross
Offerman 403 441 Waycross
Patterson 627 730 Waycross
Tift 38,407 40,118 Tifton
Omega 1,340 1,221 Tifton
Tifton 15,060 16,350 Tifton
Ty Ty 716 725 Tifton
Turner 9,504 8,930
Ashburn 4,419 4,152
Rebecca 246 187
Sycamore 496 711
Ware 35,483 36,312 Waycross
Waycross 15,333 14,649 Waycross
Region Total 364,925 406,583 (2 MSA/4 uSA| 1 MPO
Counties 18
Cities 45

Micropolitan and Metropolitan status based on 2000 Census

Micropolitan Communities in Italics
Only jurisdictions in MPO boundary are included, not all cities in a
county may be included
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VLMPO Organization
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VLMPO Policy Committee

e Committee Structure

— Local Elected Officials | JALDOSTA |

'~ N\

e Committee Role

— Make Transportation
Policy in V-L MPA

— Guide staff in developing
reports, documents, and
plans




VLMPO Policy Committee

e Determine what the key transportation needs
of the community are

 Develop goals and solutions to meet these
transportation needs

e Prioritize solutions to best meet needs




VLMPO Technical Committee

e Committee Structure

— Local Engineers

— GDOT Planners and
Engineers

e Committee Role

— Advise Policy Committee
on Transportation Policy
from a technical
perspective

— Assist staff if carrying out
TP and TIP




VLMPO Technical Committee

* Technical = Data Driven, Expert Opinion

* Aid decision makers in providing technical advise

 Guide MPO staff in the development of plans and
reports




VLMPO Citizen’s Advisory Committee

e Committee Structure
— Local citizens
— Local stakeholder groups

— Appointed by local
governments

e Committee Role

— Advise Policy Committee
from a public perspective

— Assist staff in carrying out
Public Involvement Process



VLMPO Citizen’s Advisory Committee

 Group of transportation stakeholders

— Various viewpoints coming together to provide
consensus recommendations

e Evaluate reports, documents and plans
— Ensure values and interests of the community

— Reaction Group — Information dissemination

e Public Participation Plan implementation



VLMPO Staff

e Carryout Annual UPWP
— Qutlines Annual activities of the MPO

 Develop Reports, Documents and Plans

— Follow 3-C’s process to develop required and
other informative reports and plans to aid in the
decision making process

* Provide educational opportunities for decision
makers

— Presentations and speakers on topics of interest



Transportation Planning Areas

Long Range Planning .
— Socioeconomic Analysis .
— Travel Demand Modeling

Short Range Planning .
Land Use Planning
Freight Planning .

Intelligent
Transportation Systems  *

Access Management

Transit Planning

Bike/Pedestrian
Planning

Environmental
Mitigation
Context Sensitive
Solutions

Others...

Safety/Security Planning ¢ (Air Quality Planning)
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	TALKING THE TALK
	Activity Center  A location that includes one or more land uses that generates a significant number of trips during the typical day or on special occasions.  Regional shopping malls, concentrations of office buildings, large industrial complexes, and ...
	Area Source Small stationary and non-highway mobile pollution sources that are too small and/or numerous to be included as point sources, but may collectively contribute significantly to air pollution.
	Attraction The pull or attracting power of a zone normally measured as a function of employment activity, population, or income.  For non-home based trips, attractions in a zone can be considered synonymous with trip destinations in that zone.
	Average Passenger Occupancy (APO) The average number of people in a vehicle reporting to individual employer worksites, which can vary from one worksite to another.
	Capacity The maximum number of vehicles that can pass over a given section of a lane or roadway in one direction during a given time period under prevailing roadway and traffic conditions.
	Charter Service Transportation by bus of persons who, pursuant to a common purpose and under a single contract, at a fixed charge for the vehicles or service, in accordance with the carrier’s tariff, have acquired the exclusive use of a bus to travel ...
	Collector A class of street serving neighborhood circulation, and providing a balance between accessibility to land and through movement of traffic.
	Comprehensive Planning A planning process that requires inclusion of land use, transportation, water and sewer, education, recreation, health, housing, annexation, potential and economic development potential.  Also known as master planning.
	Consultation One party confers with another identified party and, prior to taking action, considers that party’s view, and keeps that party informed about actions taken.
	Designated Recipient An entity designated by the Governor to receive Federal transit funds from FTA. Currently there are no designated recipients in the Valdosta Urbanized Area.
	Environmental Protection Division
	Interim Plan, Interim Transportation Program A plan composed of projects eligible to proceed under a conformity lapse.
	Intermodal Facility A transportation element that accommodates and interconnects different modes of transportation.
	Link A representation of a road segment on a transportation model network.  One part of a chain of trips.
	Mobile Source This includes motor vehicles, aircraft, seagoing vessels and other transportation modes that emit pollutants.  In air quality planning, generally refers to highway motor vehicles.
	Model A process to estimate the use of the transportation system under various scenarios, using specific computer software, combined with socioeconomic data, forecasts and the transportation system represented by a network of links and nodes.
	Obligated A highway project is said to be “obligated” when it has been accepted for funding, that is, when a project agreement has been signed with
	1)       GDOT.  In the case of a highway project having federal participation, its estimated cost is subtracted from the appropriate funding category, and the cost is subtracted from the state’s obligation. 2)       A transit project is said to be “ob...
	Obligation The means by which a state government contracts for a project or activity up to a certain limit, known as the obligation limitation.  The state may then apply to the federal government for reimbursement of obligated funds.
	Paratransit Alternatively known as special transportation when applied to social services systems.  Applies to a variety of smaller, often flexibly-scheduled and routed nonprofit oriented transportation services using low capacity vehicles, such as va...
	Purpose and Need The intended outcome and sustaining rationale for a proposed transportation improvement, including, but not limited to, mobility deficiencies for identified populations and geographic areas.
	Regionally Significant Project A transportation project other than an exempt project, that is on a facility which serves regional transportation needs.  It would normally be included in the modeling of a metropolitan area’s transportation network, inc...
	Route Miles Total miles over which public transportation vehicles travel while in revenue service.
	Screen Line An imaginary line bisecting an area.  Traffic counts are taken at regular intervals at all streets intersecting the screen line.  The line is associated, where possible, with physical barriers, such as rivers, or major highways with limite...
	ACRONYMS
	ATC  Automated Toll Collection
	CAAA  Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990
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